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Palatine Senior Is a “Census Ambassador”
Connie is a “Census Ambassador.” She started telling her family, friends and neighbors about the importance of being counted after attending a recent presentation about the 2010 Census at the Palatine Township Senior Citizens Council.
Antonia Gámez, an information and assistance specialist at AgeOptions, the Area Agency on Aging of suburban Cook County, made a presentation in Spanish to older adults at the Council. She explained how important it is for people of all ages and ethnic backgrounds to be counted and urged the group to become “Census Ambassadors” by sharing the information with their families and friends.
Connie, who is bilingual, wasted no time. She asked for extra copies of the materials Gámez passed out to give to neighbors in her building. She’s doing so, she said, “because I’d like to be counted. And not only me, but I have younger generations. “I’d like us all to be counted. I have 21 grandchildren and 29 great-grandchildren and I am very happy and proud to say that.”
Carol Reagan, executive director of the Palatine Township Senior Citizens Council, said encouraging everyone to be counted helps ensure that Illinois gets its share of federal funds for programs and services like those her agency offers. “If the state doesn’t get its fair share, then we don’t either,” she said.
The federal government uses census information to determine how it distributes funds to state, local and tribal governments. For example, the number of older adults counted in a particular community affects how much money is allotted to programs and services for older residents. In the same way, the number of children counted helps determine funding for local schools.
To help ensure everyone is counted, Palatine Township Senior Services Council is making sure all its clients – whether they speak English, Spanish or Russian – are informed about the census. The agency also provides space for the Census Bureau to train workers.

“Our mission is to provide programs and services which support the independence and well-being of older adults and promote their participation in the community,” Reagan said. “This is part of our mission – absolutely.”
Census forms are arriving in homes this week. An accurate count is vital to ensuring that every community receives its fair share of federal funds to provide services for all residents. 
“Be Counted in 2010” – answer the 10 short questions and mail your form back immediately. 

AgeOptions is a nonprofit organization located in Oak Park, IL, that has served the older adults of suburban Cook County and their caregivers as an Area Agency on Aging since 1974. For more information, please visit the Agency website at www.ageoptions.org.

AgeOptions connects adults age 60 and over with resources and service options so they can live their lives to the fullest and remain in their homes as long as possible. As the Area Agency on Aging, AgeOptions serves suburban Cook County, which includes 130 communities within 30 townships and a diverse population of 460,000 older adults.  AgeOptions, a nonprofit organization, advocates, plans, develops and funds programs and coordinates a network of community-based senior service agencies to ensure an effective and efficient system of service delivery is available. In fiscal year 2009, AgeOptions distributed $12,641,000 to these agencies. Support is provided through the Older Americans Act, Illinois General Revenue Funds, local funds and individual contributions. AgeOptions and its network of agencies are the principal source of information regarding senior services in suburban Cook County.
