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	Please share this Fraud Alert with colleagues, consumers, or other professionals in your area. If you have any questions about the Illinois SMP program, or to receive these Fraud Alerts directly, please contact Erin Weir, Healthcare Consumer Protection Coordinator at AgeOptions.

Fraud In The News

The following are current news articles about health care and fraud issues.

Consumer Fraud: 
1. “Taking a Trip to the ATM? Beware of Skimmers” (FBI Story): http://www.fbi.gov/news/stories/2011/july/atm_071411/atm_071411
2. “AARP Scam Alert: Beware Flood-Damaged Cars”: http://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/info-07-2011/beware-flooded-car-scam-alert.html?cmp=NLC-RSS-DAILY-BULLETIN
3. “AARP Scam Alert: Zongo the Internet Con Man and Me”: http://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/info-07-2011/419-nigerian-scam-alert.html?cmp=NLC-RSS-DAILY-BULLETIN
     
	 
Dear SMP readers,

This week’s Fraud Alert contains warnings about several scams reported in Illinois this week, news about two Chicago men charged with health care fraud, and an Office of the Inspector General report about Medicare payment for power wheelchairs. 
Have a great weekend!
What you will find in this week’s Fraud Alert
· Beware of Door-to-Door Home Health Solicitation

· Energy Service Scam Phone Calls

· Home Delivered Meals Donation Scam

· CMS Warns About Medicare Card Replacement Scam
· Owner of Two Chicago Home Health Agencies Charged with Medicare Fraud
· OIG Adds Chicago Doctor to “Most Wanted” List
· OIG Report Shows That 61% of Power Wheelchairs Purchased by Medicare Were Not Medically Necessary
Beware of Door-to-Door Home Health Solicitation

The Illinois SMP program has received complaints from Robbins, Illinois about a home health agency that is sending individuals who are under 18 door-to-door to solicit seniors for home health services. The youth are asking seniors for their Medicare numbers, Social Security numbers, and a completed consent form. Please note that legitimate home health agencies will NOT solicit door-to-door, and people should never give personal information such as a Medicare or Social Security number to someone who comes to the door. If anyone has experienced a situation like this in Illinois, please report it to the Illinois SMP program by calling AgeOptions at (800)699-9043.

Energy Service Scam Phone Calls
Several SMP partner agencies were alerted to a scam this week in which a resident in a senior building received a call from someone claiming to be from “Intergry’s Energy Services.” The caller stated that the resident’s electric bill had not been paid and was overdue. When an advocate assisted the individual in contacting the supposed company, they left several messages and were unable to reach anyone. Anyone who is receiving calls like this is encouraged to report them to the Illinois Attorney General’s Office via their consumer fraud hotlines: (800)386-5438 in Chicago, (800)243-0618 in Springfield, and (800)243-0607 in Carbondale. 

Home Delivered Meals Donation Scam
Our SMP Coordinators in Bloomington, Illinois have warned us about a scam reported in their area in which a home delivered meal client received a phone call from someone claiming to be asking for donations for her home delivered meals. The caller asked the person if she was a member of AARP, if she receives home delivered meals, and if she donates for her meals. The caller then asked the person for bank account information to make a donation. The client verified with her home delivered meal provider that these calls did not come from them, and we suspect that it is likely a scam. We encourage people to make donations over the phone ONLY if you make the call, so that you know who you are speaking to!
CMS Warns About Medicare Card Replacement Scam 
The SMP programs received warning from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services this week that a scam has been reported in Kansas City in which people are receiving phone calls telling them that their Medicare cards need to be replaced, and that the caller needs to verify address, phone number, and bank information. These calls are a scam; Medicare is not issuing new cards, and consumers should not give personal information to anyone who calls on the phone. 
Owner of Two Chicago Home Health Agencies Charged with Medicare Fraud
The owner of Chicago-based Perpetual Home Health in Oak Forest and Legacy Home Health in Chicago has been charged with Medicare fraud. The charges against Mr. Jacinto “John” Gabriel allege that he received over $20 million in Medicare payments for services that were never provided or were unnecessary. Mr. Gabriel has no medical training or license to practice as a health care professional, and he is accused of having paid kickbacks for patient referrals, falsifying patient records, and money laundering.  See the full press release here: http://www.justice.gov/usao/iln/pr/chicago/2011/pr0629_01.pdf
The Chicago Tribune also ran an article on this story, which can be viewed here: http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2011-06-29/news/chi-home-healthcare-operator-charged-with-medicare-fraud-20110629_1_medicare-fraud-medicare-payments-dollars-in-false-claims
OIG Adds Chicago Doctor To “Most Wanted” List
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services has added Dr. Guatam Gupta to their “Most Wanted” Fugitives List. Dr. Gupta is charged with health care fraud, mail fraud, and conspiracy to commit fraud for allegedly receiving $25 million in reimbursements from Medicaid and private health insurance for services that were either unnecessary or never performed. You can see Dr. Gupta and the OIG’s other Most Wanted Fugitives here: http://oig.hhs.gov/fraud/fugitives/index.asp
OIG Report Shows That 61% of Power Wheelchairs Purchased By Medicare Were Not Medically Necessary

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Office of the Inspector General released a report this week entitled, “Most Power Wheelchairs in the Medicare Program Did Not Meet Medical Necessity Guidelines.” The report claims that 61% of the power wheelchairs purchased by Medicare in the first half of 2007 were medically unnecessary or did not include the proper documentation to prove that they were medically necessary. The full report and more information about power wheelchairs and Medicare is available on the OIG’s website here:

http://oig.hhs.gov/newsroom/news-releases/2011/wheelchair-medicare.asp 
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Erin Weir, MSW, LSW, Healthcare Consumer Protection Coordinator

AgeOptions

1048 Lake Street, Suite 300

Oak Park, IL 60301

phone (708)383-0258   fax (708)524-0870

erin.weir@ageoptions.org
ageoptions.org
AgeOptions, the Area Agency on Aging of Suburban Cook County, is committed to improving the quality of life and maintaining the dignity of older adults and those who care about them – through leadership and support, community partnerships, comprehensive services, accurate information and powerful advocacy.


Fraud Alerts contain information about current scams taking place in Illinois, announcements and updates about programs or services related to health care and/or fraud protection, and links to news articles about health care and fraud topics. Please forward any recommendations or announcements that you would like to be included in a future Fraud Alert to erin.weir@ageoptions.org. 

























