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	Please share this Fraud Alert with colleagues, consumers, or other professionals in your area. If you have any questions about the Illinois SMP program, or to receive these Fraud Alerts directly, please contact Erin Weir, Healthcare Consumer Protection Coordinator at AgeOptions.

Fraud In The News

The following are current news articles about health care and fraud issues.

Consumer Fraud: 

1. Internet Crime Complaint Center Scam Alerts – May 10, 2011:  http://www.ic3.gov/media/2011/110510.aspx
2. “Fake Contractor Scams Couple of $60K in Jewelry, Coins” (Chicago Tribune TribLocal): http://triblocal.com/buffalo-grove/2011/05/11/fake-contractor-scams-couple-of-60k-in-jewelry-coins/
3. “AARP Scam Alert: Sticky ATM Keypad May Mean Trouble”:  http://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/info-05-2011/sticky-atm-keypad-scam-alert.2.html
 
	 
Dear SMP readers,

This week’s Fraud Alert contains a warning about a phone scam regarding a fake ‘government’ grant, as well as a link to a compliance training for health care professionals offered by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
Have a great weekend!
What you will find in this week’s Fraud Alert
· Warning about “Living Well” Grant Funds Scam
· OIG Compliance Training for Health Care Providers
Warning about “Living Well” Grant Funds Scam
The U.S. Administration on Aging has alerted the SMP programs to a phone scam in which the caller tells the call recipients that they are eligible for a “Living Well” grant. The caller then instructs the recipient to to complete a grant “application,” provide a cell phone number, and wire money through Western Union. The recipient is told that s/he will be contacted on their cell phone when it is time to pick up their “grant” funds at Western Union.  
This is definitely a scam. The Administration on Aging provides “Living Well” grants to several states, but those grants do not have anything to do with calling individuals or requesting money. If people receive calls like this, they should report the incident to the Illinois Attorney General’s Office consumer fraud hotline at one of the numbers below: 

(800) 386-5438 (Chicago) 
(800) 243-0618 (Springfield) 
(800) 243-0607 (Carbondale)

Consumers are also encouraged to report calls like this to the Federal Trade Commission: https://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/
The Federal Trade Commission has information available on their website about fake government grants scams like this one: http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/microsites/phonefraud/government.shtml
OIG Compliance Training for Health Care Providers
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Office of the Inspector General (OIG) provided a webinar training this week for health care providers interested in learning about compliance with federal legislation and Medicare regulations, in order to avoid committing Medicare fraud. The webcast of this training was recorded, and it will be available on May 31 on the OIG’s HEAT website here: http://www.oig.hhs.gov/heat/
Currently, this website contains links to all of the presentation materials from this training, including PowerPoint presentations on various health care fraud and abuse laws, Medicare program exclusions, and compliance resources for health care professionals. These materials are free and available to the public for download.
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Erin Weir, MSW, LSW, Healthcare Consumer Protection Coordinator

AgeOptions

1048 Lake Street, Suite 300

Oak Park, IL 60301

phone (708)383-0258   fax (708)524-0870

erin.weir@ageoptions.org
ageoptions.org
AgeOptions, the Area Agency on Aging of Suburban Cook County, is committed to improving the quality of life and maintaining the dignity of older adults and those who care about them – through leadership and support, community partnerships, comprehensive services, accurate information and powerful advocacy.




Fraud Alerts contain information about current scams taking place in Illinois, announcements and updates about programs or services related to health care and/or fraud protection, and links to news articles about health care and fraud topics. Please forward any recommendations or announcements that you would like to be included in a future Fraud Alert to erin.weir@ageoptions.org. 

























