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What Is December 22?

It’s 100 Days to Census Day

If you need something else to celebrate in December, consider the 22nd. From that date, it’s 100 days until a once-in-a-decade event, the 2010 Census. 

April 1 is Census Day, the official date of the population count that takes place nationwide every 10 years. Census forms will be mailed to households in the U.S. in March, and the Census Bureau encourages residents to fill them out and send them back immediately in the postage-paid envelopes. Those who do not return their forms may receive a visit from a census taker, who will ask them the questions on the form.

The census is quick, easy and safe

Participating in the census is quick, easy and safe – and it includes everyone living in this country, regardless of citizenship or immigration status.

There are only 10 questions on the 2010 form and they should take about 10 minutes to answer. The more detailed socioeconomic information previously collected through the census “long-form” is now included in the ongoing American Community Survey. If you recently completed this survey, you will still have to complete the census form.

For the first time in history, a census form in Spanish will be mailed to households where Spanish is more predominant. 

Assistance is available in 59 languages and in large type and Braille at local Questionnaire Assistance Centers. The centers will also assist those unable to read or understand the census form. Center locations will be posted on the Census Bureau website,.2010.census.gov, when they open.

Taking part in the census is safe. The forms do not ask for Social Security numbers or citizenship or immigration status. Your personal information cannot be shared with anyone – individuals, landlords, businesses or government entities.

The census is important to you
The 2010 Census will ensure that your community receives its fair share of the more than $400 million the federal government distributes each year to state, local and tribal governments. Census data also determine how many seats each state will have in the U.S. House of Representatives.

Census information can benefit you, your family and your community by helping guide planning and funding for new roads, hospitals, child-care and senior services, schools, job safety programs and enhanced legal services. Census data also impact educational benefits such as aid to universities and vocational support and training.

Community planners and local governments rely on census data to make the case for providing critical social services and funding community programs that affect quality of life, such as where to provide additional social services and community facilities.

The 2010 Census is an opportunity to build respect, influence and power for your community and to ensure your community receives its fair share of resources.
It’s in the Constitution
The actual enumeration shall be made within three years after the first meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every subsequent term of 10 years, in such manner as they shall by Law direct.

Article I, Section 2 of the Constitution of the United States

The first census took place in 1790, when George Washington was president, to determine the number of seats each state would have in the U.S. House of Representatives. The census also was created to gain a better understanding of where people lived and to establish patterns of settlement as the nation grew.

Information about the 2010 census is available at the census website, www.2010.census.gov. 

INSERT YOUR AGENCY NAME HERE is part of the Count Me In campaign, supported by a coalition of 10 leading foundations in Illinois. The campaign is working to boost census participation in select hard-to-count communities that had low participation in the 2000 census.

INSERT YOUR AGENCY NAME HERE staff are available to answer questions about the census and direct callers to local Census Bureau assistance when it becomes available. For information, call INSERT AGENCY PHONE NUMBER HERE. 
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