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Ethnic Groups Urge Census Participation
It’s not too late to take part in the 2010 Census. Households that have not mailed back their census forms by April 16 will be visited by a census taker starting May 1. 
Every resident’s participation is important to his or her community because the population count is used to determine how federal funds are given out. If everyone in a community is not counted there will be less money for important services. The census is also used to determine how many congressional seats an area will have, so people who are not counted may not have their voices heard in Congress. 
Some ethnic organizations have joined the Census Bureau in stressing the importance of participation. “A full count of the Latino community is important toward achieving the many goals we have, including comprehensive immigration reform. We can’t accomplish all we want if we don’t include everyone in the 2010 Census,” said Arturo Vargas, executive director of the National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials (NALEO).
The American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC), a civil rights organization, is also working to ensure everyone is counted. “It is our civic duty as Americans, not just as Arab-Americans or persons of Arabic heritage, to participate in the Census,” said Sara Najjar-Wilson, ADC’s national president. 

“As a Census Advisory Board member … ADC has received assurances that the information collected by the Census will not be shared with other government agencies,” the organization said in a statement. “In fact, it is a criminal offense for a Census employee to share the information with anyone. Further, the Census is for all Americans to complete, regardless of immigration status. An individual’s immigration status is not questioned on the Census form.”
The Constitution requires that everyone living in the U.S. must be counted in the census. This includes people of all ages, races and ethnic groups, both citizens and non-citizens. But the census is more than just a population count. Every 10 years it creates a new portrait of America, showing how the nation has changed in the past decade and helping to determine what communities need for the next 10 years.

To see how well your community is doing in mailing back census forms, and to compare it to others, go to http://2010.census.gov/2010census/take10map/. For example, Berwyn residents can see that, as of April 12, their community had 59 percent participation, compared to 69 percent in the 2000 census. Cicero had reached 50 percent participation, compared to 61 percent in 2000, and Harvey was at 48 percent, compared to 58 percent in 2000.
Census takers will visit households in those and other communities that did not mail back their census forms. They will ask the same 10 questions that are on the forms that were sent in the mail and the process should be quick and easy. Census takers will never ask for Social Security numbers, immigration status, bank accounts or other information that is not on the official census form.

AgeOptions is a nonprofit organization located in Oak Park, IL, that has served the older adults of suburban Cook County and their caregivers as an Area Agency on Aging since 1974. For more information, please visit the Agency website at www.ageoptions.org.

AgeOptions connects adults age 60 and over with resources and service options so they can live their lives to the fullest and remain in their homes as long as possible. As the Area Agency on Aging, AgeOptions serves suburban Cook County, which includes 130 communities within 30 townships and a diverse population of 460,000 older adults.  AgeOptions, a nonprofit organization, advocates, plans, develops and funds programs and coordinates a network of community-based senior service agencies to ensure an effective and efficient system of service delivery is available. In fiscal year 2009, AgeOptions distributed $12,641,000 to these agencies. Support is provided through the Older Americans Act, Illinois General Revenue Funds, local funds and individual contributions. AgeOptions and its network of agencies are the principal source of information regarding senior services in suburban Cook County.
