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	Please share this Fraud Alert with colleagues, consumers, or other professionals in your area. If you have any questions about the Illinois SMP program, or to receive these Fraud Alerts directly, please contact Erin Weir, Healthcare Consumer Protection Coordinator at AgeOptions.

Fraud In The News

The following are current news articles about health care and fraud issues.

Health Care Fraud:

1. “Detroit Area Clinic Owner Sentenced To 48 Months in Prison for Medicare Fraud Schemes Totaling More than $15 Million” (U.S. Department of Justice Press Release): http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/2011/August/11-crm-1089.html
2. “Detroit Occupational Therapist Pleads Guilty to Medicare Fraud Scheme” (U.S. Department of Justice Press Release): http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/2011/August/11-crm-1092.html
3. “President of DME Company Sentenced to 12 ½ years for Medicare and Medicaid Fraud” (F.B.I. Press Release): http://www.fbi.gov/tampa/press-releases/2011/president-of-dme-company-sentenced-to-12-12-years-for-medicare-and-medicaid-fraud
Consumer Fraud: 
4. “AARP Scam Alert: Cons Get to Where You Work: Thieves Tailor Their Scams to Particular Occupations”: http://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/info-08-2011/occupational-scam-alert.html?cmp=NLC-RSS-DAILY-BULLETIN
5. “Buying A Car Online? Read This First” (F.B.I. Release): http://www.fbi.gov/news/stories/2011/august/car_081511/car_081511?utm_campaign=email-Weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_source=fbi-top-stories&utm_content=20736
     
	 
Dear SMP readers,

This week’s Fraud Alert contains warnings about three scams reported this week – more diabetic supply phone calls, a Green Dot card scam, and a tax credit scam.  
Have a great weekend!
What you will find in this week’s Fraud Alert
· Diabetic Supply Telephone Calls Continue
· Elgin Police Department Warns About Green Dot Card Scam
· Texas SMP Reports “American Opportunity Credit” Scam
Diabetic Supply Telephone Calls Continue
One of our partners in Evanston, Illinois recently reported receiving a phone call from someone who said that they wanted to “confirm information on the diabetic person in the home”. The call came from a Virginia number – 703-758-6631. The phone number does not appear to be registered to any particular business; it is likely someone’s home phone. 
Calls like this have been very prevalent across the country. At some point in the call, the caller usually asks for either the person’s Medicare number or Social Security number, which often leads to fraudulent billing on that person’s Medicare account. Consumers should NEVER give out personal information like Medicare or Social Security numbers or accept any offers of “free” services of any kind from anyone who calls on the phone or comes to the door.  

Elgin Police Department Warns About Green Dot Card Scam
The Elgin Police Department issued a warning this week about a scam that older residents have been reporting in their area. In both cases, the individuals received phone calls stating that they had won millions of dollars – all they had to do was go to WalMart (or Walgreens) and buy a “Green Dot Card” and put a certain amount of money on the card. Then, they were supposed to call a phone number once they had put money on the card.
Green Dot cards are prepaid cards that you can activate at many large chain stores (WalMart, Walgreens, Meijer, etc.). It costs $9.95 to activate the card, plus whatever amount of money you wish to ‘load’ onto the card. There is also a monthly maintenance fee of $4.95 for unlimited purchases. These prepaid cards essentially work like a debit card, but with fees. The reason the scammers in these phone calls are asking people to call them back after they put money on these Green Dot cards is so that they can get the information off of the Green Dot card and spend the money.


These scams are much like the money wiring scams that have been going on for years – using a prepaid card is the new ‘twist.’ Consumers should be forewarned that giving people information from a prepaid card is just as dangerous as wiring money to another country – once you give that information away, the money is gone for good. 

If people are receiving calls like this, we encourage them to report the information from the calls to the Illinois Attorney General’s Office and the local police department.

Texas SMP Reports “American Opportunity Credit” Scam
The Texas SMP program received a report this week that residents in a senior building were receiving phone calls from someone telling them that they qualify for $500 under the “American Opportunity Tax Credit.” The IRS has confirmed that this tax credit exists, but it is a credit that gives students and their families up to $2,500 in tax savings to pay for college tuition – not something that these residents would qualify for. 

Anyone who calls on the phone offering government grants or tax credits is likely a scam artist – neither the IRS nor legitimate tax organizations make outbound phone calls like this. 
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Erin Weir, MSW, LSW, Healthcare Consumer Protection Coordinator

AgeOptions

1048 Lake Street, Suite 300

Oak Park, IL 60301

phone (708)383-0258   fax (708)524-0870

erin.weir@ageoptions.org
ageoptions.org
AgeOptions, the Area Agency on Aging of Suburban Cook County, is committed to improving the quality of life and maintaining the dignity of older adults and those who care about them – through leadership and support, community partnerships, comprehensive services, accurate information and powerful advocacy.




Fraud Alerts contain information about current scams taking place in Illinois, announcements and updates about programs or services related to health care and/or fraud protection, and links to news articles about health care and fraud topics. Please forward any recommendations or announcements that you would like to be included in a future Fraud Alert to erin.weir@ageoptions.org. 

























