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	Please share this Fraud Alert with colleagues, consumers, or other professionals in your area. If you have any questions about the Illinois SMP program, or to receive these Fraud Alerts directly, please contact Erin Weir, Healthcare Consumer Protection Coordinator at AgeOptions.

Fraud In The News

The following are current news articles about health care and fraud issues.

Consumer Fraud: 
1. “Scamming the Scammer is Always Fun” (Chicago Sun Times): http://www.suntimes.com/8930993-417/scamming-the-scammer-is-always-fun.html
2. “SEC Charges Illinois Man in Social Media Scam” (Chicago Tribune): http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/breaking/chi-sec-charges-illinois-man-with-social-media-scam-20120104,0,7049593.story
     
	 
Dear SMP readers,

This week’s Fraud Alert contains information about a Medicare card telephone scam, as well as a new SMP word search puzzle from South Suburban Senior Services – so you can spend your weeking hunting fraud (or at least, fraud-related words) in this new puzzle! 
“Fraud in the News” includes an entertaining report by Stephanie Zimmerman of the Chicago Sun Times about “scamming the scammer.”
Have a great weekend!
What you will find in this week’s Fraud Alert
· Medicare Card Phone Scam
· Illinois SMP Word Search Puzzle
Medicare Card Phone Scam
Several SMP programs across the country are still hearing reports of Medicare card phone scams in which Medicare beneficiaries are being told that Medicare is issuing new cards, and that the caller needs to “verify information”, including bank account information.  These calls are always a scam – Medicare is not issuing new cards; they would not call beneficiaries on the phone if they were; and they would not ask for personal information. 
 
Illinois SMP Word Search Puzzle
The SMP Coordinator at South Suburban Senior Services – Catholic Charities has now made two word search puzzles for the Illinois SMP program using SMP and fraud-related words. Both puzzles are available on our website, www.illinoissmp.org, under “Illinois SMP Materials.”  Here is a direct link to the newest puzzle: 
http://www.ageoptions.org/whatwedo/documents/SSSSCCSMPCriss-CrossPuzzle2.doc
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Erin Weir, MSW, LSW, Healthcare Consumer Protection Coordinator

AgeOptions

1048 Lake Street, Suite 300

Oak Park, IL 60301

phone (708)383-0258   fax (708)524-0870

erin.weir@ageoptions.org
ageoptions.org
AgeOptions, the Area Agency on Aging of Suburban Cook County, is committed to improving the quality of life and maintaining the dignity of older adults and those who care about them – through leadership and support, community partnerships, comprehensive services, accurate information and powerful advocacy.


Fraud Alerts contain information about current scams taking place in Illinois, announcements and updates about programs or services related to health care and/or fraud protection, and links to news articles about health care and fraud topics. Please forward any recommendations or announcements that you would like to be included in a future Fraud Alert to erin.weir@ageoptions.org. 

























