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	Please share this Fraud Alert with colleagues, consumers, or other professionals in your area. If you have any questions about the Illinois SMP program, or to receive these Fraud Alerts directly, please contact Erin Weir, Healthcare Consumer Protection Coordinator at AgeOptions.

Fraud In The News

The following are current news articles about health care and fraud issues.

Health Care Fraud:

1. “Washington Ratchets Up the Fight Against Medicare Fraud” (Time Magazine article featuring the SMP Program): http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,2039619,00.html
2. “Woman Pleads Guilty to $1.25M Medicare Fraud” (ABC7 Chicago News, from Sun Times News Wire): http://abclocal.go.com/wls/story?section=news/local&id=7881345
3. “Seven Hospitals in Six States to Pay U.S. More Than $6.3 Million to Resolve False Claims Act Allegations Related to Kyphoplasty” (U.S. Department of Justice Press Release): http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/2011/January/11-civ-006.html
Consumer Fraud: 

4. “Police Warn Homeowners Against Ruse Entry Scams” (Park Ridge TribLocal): http://triblocal.com/park-ridge/community/stories/2010/12/police-warn-homeowners-against-ruse-entry-scams/
5. “AARP Scam Alert: The Spyware in Your Hand (When Smartphones Tap Your Conversations): http://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/info-01-2011/scam_alert_smartphones_tap_conversations.html?cmp=NLC-RSS-DAILY-BULLETIN
        
	 
Dear SMP readers,

This week’s Fraud Alert contains a Time Magazine article featuring the SMP program (see the Fraud in the News section to the left), as well as a Health and Human Services Press Release that highlights the work of SMP’s. We also have warnings about a driveway repair scam and email scam. 
Have a great weekend!
What you will find in this week’s Fraud Alert
· HHS Press Release Highlights Work of SMP Programs
· OIG Releases Report on Questionable Billing by Skilled Nursing Facilities
· Attorney General Warns of Driveway Repair Scam
· Chase Bank Email Scam
HHS Press Release Highlights Work of SMP Programs
U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS) Kathleen Sebelius issued a press release on December 30 detailing the work of HHS from 2010.  Within this press release is a highlight of the work of SMP’s:
Reducing Fraud and Waste in our Health Care System and Strengthening the Medicare Trust Funds: Anti-fraud efforts are continuing to protect Medicare beneficiaries and the program’s trust fund.  HHS and the Justice Department held four fraud summits around the U.S. and our joint efforts have resulted in over 500 defendants being charged with defrauding Medicare out of more than $1 billion. Billions have been returned to the Medicare Trust Funds thanks to stepped up efforts by HHS and DOJ.  Efforts are continuing to meet the President’s challenge to reduce Medicare fee-for-service improper payments by 50 percent by 2012.  And the Senior Medicare Patrol is helping form seniors about what they can do to help protect themselves and Medicare from fraud. Read more about the efforts to stop fraud at www.StopMedicareFraud.gov.
The full release can be viewed here: http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2010pres/12/20101230a.html
OIG Releases Report on Questionable Billing by Skilled Nursing Facilities
The Department of Health and Human Services Office of the Inspector General (OIG) released a report identifying questionable billing practices by certain skilled nursing facilities. The full report can be viewed here: http://oig.hhs.gov/oei/reports/oei-02-09-00202.pdf
Attorney General Warns of Driveway Repair Scam
The Illinois Attorney General’s Office issued a press release this week warning against scammers who claim to have left over asphalt from a driveway job and offer a great deal to pave someone’s driveway. The press release is included as a separate attachment to this Fraud Alert email. 
Chase Bank Email Scam
An Illinois consumer received an email this week claiming to be from Chase Bank and stating that they have “updated [his/her] account alert preferences”. The consumer contacted Chase and was told that this alert is a scam.  As a reminder, NEVER click on links in an email or send personal information in response to an email claiming to be from a bank or other legitimate entity. If you are uncertain whether an email is legitimate, contact your bank or other entity at the phone number that they share publicly.
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Erin Weir, MSW, LSW, Healthcare Consumer Protection Coordinator

AgeOptions

1048 Lake Street, Suite 300

Oak Park, IL 60301

phone (708)383-0258   fax (708)524-0870

erin.weir@ageoptions.org
ageoptions.org
AgeOptions, the Area Agency on Aging of Suburban Cook County, is committed to improving the quality of life and maintaining the dignity of older adults and those who care about them – through leadership and support, community partnerships, comprehensive services, accurate information and powerful advocacy.




Fraud Alerts contain information about current scams taking place in Illinois, announcements and updates about programs or services related to health care and/or fraud protection, and links to news articles about health care and fraud topics. Please forward any recommendations or announcements that you would like to be included in a future Fraud Alert to erin.weir@ageoptions.org. 

























