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                                       How to Answer Census Questions Tip Sheet

The census must count every person living in the United States on April 1, 2010. This includes babies and those who may not be living in the country legally. The form is quick and easy and the answers are protected by law. We have created some tips for you below to utilize when counseling someone about the census.

                                                                            Things To Do
· Refer people to official Questionnaire Assistance Centers whenever possible (an interactive map to locate a site should be available on March 18, 2010 at www.2010census.gov)

· Explain questions and response choices (see below for tips)
· Translate instructions and questions for people with limited English proficiency

                                                                      The Questionnaire
The “householder” is the person who fills out the census form for everyone else in the home. It is “Person 1” on the census form. 

· The householder should be 18 or older, if possible

· The householder should be someone who is generally responsible for household members in some way

· Race and Hispanic origin status of the householder determines the race and Hispanic origin status of the entire household and family for statistical purposes

Question 1- “How many people were living or staying in this house, apartment, or mobile 

                       home on April 1, 2010?".  Include babies, people who sleep here most of the 

                       time, someone who does not have a permanent place to stay and is staying at the 

                       residence on 4/1/10. Do not count anyone living away at college or in the Armed

                       Forces. Do not count anyone in a nursing home, jail, prison, detention facility,

                       etc. 

Snowbirds may receive a census form at each of their residences.  They should complete the form that is sent to their usual (e.g. permanent) home completely even if they were not there on April 1, 2010.  Snowbirds who receive a form at their non-permanent residence (e.g. “winter” home) should write “0” and not answer any additional questions on the questionnaire.  
Question 2- “Were there any additional people staying here on April 1, 2010 that you  

                        did not include in Question 1?”. This question is looking to see whether the 
                        householder didn’t include someone in the number of people in Question 1. For 

                        instance, boarders or unmarried partners might have been missed.

Question 3- “Is this house, apartment or mobile home-“. This question is looking to see 

                        whether the home is owned or rented. It does not ask for any financial information.

Question 4- “What is your telephone number?”. This question is asked in case the Census 

                        Bureau needs to ask some follow-up questions. This is especially important

                        for large households since the census form only has enough room to include         

          complete information for 6 people (8 people on the bilingual form). If no responsible       

          person (e.g. 18+) in the home has a phone, encourage using a neighbor’s or relative’s

                       phone number (they can act as a go-between).  

Question 5- “Please provide information for each person living here. Start with a person    

                        living here who owns or rents this house, apartment, or mobile home. If the  

                        owner or renter lives somewhere else, start with any adult living here. This 
                        will be Person 1. What is person 1’s name?” Print name below”. The name is 
                        needed to reduce the likelihood of a duplicate count.

Question 6- “What is Person 1’s sex?”. There is not a way a person can identify him/herself                

                       as transgender. The person should answer the question as the sex he/she 

                       identifies with. 

Question 7- “What is Person 1’s age and what is Person 1’s date of birth?”. Some times  

                       people report their age incorrectly and that is why the date of birth is being 
                       requested. In addition, providing the date of birth helps prevent a duplicate count.

Question 8- “Is Person 1 of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin?” For the purpose of this 

                      census, Hispanic origins are not races. More than one subgroup can be checked.

                      People must answer both the Hispanic origin and race questions. The Hispanic 

                      origin question comes first in order to encourage people to answer both 

                      questions. If the subgroup (Mexican; Puerto Rican; Cuban) of choice is not 

                      listed, another subgroup (e.g. Dominican; Venezuelan; or Nicaraguan) can be

                      written in. 

Question 9- “What is Person 1’s race?” There is no “multiracial” category. People can 

                      choose one or more races. People who don’t identify with any listed race category  

         may check “Some other race” (SOR) and write-in their identity. People may also 

         check a listed race (e.g. Black or White) and also write-in another national origin on 
         the SOR line (e.g. Jamaican or Arab American).

                      American Indians and Alaska Natives can write-in a Tribal affiliation. Asian, Native 
                      Hawaiian, and/or Other Pacific Islander individuals may check one or more of the
                      listed nationalities and/or check “Other Asian” or “Other Pacific Islander” and write 
                      in another.
Question 10- “Does Person 1 sometimes live or stay somewhere else?”. This question is 
                          asked to help spot possible omissions (undercount) or duplicates (overcount). 

Additional information:

For Persons 2-6 on the single language form and Persons 2-8 on the bilingual form, everyone in the household is “related” in some way to Person 1 (the householder). The question offers many options, including “nonrelatives” (e.g. roommates; boarders). Gay/lesbian couples can check “Husband/wife”, if applicable, or “Unmarried partner”. 

For Persons 7-12 (single language form) and for Persons 9-12 (bilingual form), fill in the name, sex, age and date of birth and indicate if the individual is related to Person 1 (householder) (yes or no). Census staff will follow-up by telephone with all “large households” to collect remaining information.
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