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Sample Newsletter Article for May, June, or July 2010
Opening Your Door for a Census Taker Opens Doors for Your Community

Did you ever wonder how funding trickles down from the federal government to pave roads, support buses, schools, and early childhood programs or ensure senior services are available in your community?  Actually, you play a key role.  The 2010 Census will help direct more than $4 trillion in federal funds over the next 10 years to communities across the country.  Your community is counting on you!  Being counted will ensure that your community receives its fair share of federal funds for the next 10 years.  If you have already completed your Census form, thank you for doing your part.  If you haven’t, it’s not too late to participate!
To ensure your community receives its fair share of funding, everyone must be counted.  This means the Census Bureau must get a census form to – and a completed form back from – every residence in the United States. That’s more than 130 million addresses.  In March, the Census Bureau mailed census forms to households.  From May 1, 2010 through July 10, 2010, Census Bureau representatives will visit households that did not return a form to ensure they are counted.
If you did not complete and mail back your census form, or mailed back your form late, you may receive a visit from a Census taker who will ask you the questions in person.  

Here are a few things you should know:

Participating in the Census is quick and easy.  

Census takers who visit your home will ask the same 10 simple questions that are on the Census form so you can participate in a matter of minutes.
Your responses are confidential.

The Census Bureau takes extraordinary measures to ensure your responses are kept confidential.  The Census taker who collects your information is sworn for life to protect your individual responses.  Violators face fines up to $250,000 and imprisonment up to 5 years.

The Census is safe.  

The 2010 Census does not ask for personal information like your Social Security number, Medicare number, or immigration status.  And, a Census worker will never ask to enter your home.
If a census taker visits you, here's what you should do: 

· Answer the door!

· Ask to see the census taker’s ID. All census workers carry official government badges marked with just their name; they may also have a "U.S. Census Bureau" bag

· Remember that the census taker will never ask to enter your home

· If you're still not sure if the individual is from the Census Bureau, please call the Regional Census Center at (866)861-2010 to confirm they are employed by the Census Bureau

· Answer the census form questions for your entire household (you must be at least 15 years old to answer questions) so that the census taker can record your responses for submission to the Census Bureau

· If the Census taker comes while you are away from your home, he/she will leave a note with his/her name and phone number.  Simply call to schedule a visit with the Census taker 

· Because your responses are so important, the Census taker may visit your home several times in order to reach you

Help for individuals who do not speak English
Census takers will have a flashcard containing a sentence about the 2010 Census written in approximately 50 languages.  If a resident doesn't speak English, the Census taker will show the flashcard, and the resident can point to the language he/she speaks.  A census crew leader will then reassign the visit to a person who speaks that language.
To be sure your community will not be undercounted, underrepresented or underserved, don’t miss this opportunity to be counted.

You count.  Your community counts.  When a Census taker arrives at your home, be counted!

Funds for this publication were provided through a grant award
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