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Publicity Toolkit
Public Service Announcements (PSAs) 

for reaching the Latino community
Radio and television stations use PSAs free of charge but they don’t have times available to use all they receive. The ideal time for Census PSAs to run is in February, so it’s best to submit yours in early or mid-January.
Sample Public Service Announcement Scripts
These sample 15, 30 and 45-second PSAs are from the Census Bureau. When writing your own PSAs, read them aloud to be sure they fit the allotted time. A good rule of thumb is to double the number of seconds to determine the number of words: 15 seconds = 30 words.

Promoting the 2010 Census through Public Service Announcements

Radio public service announcements (PSAs) are free, non-commercial spots designed to inform the community about important issues. Contact directors at radio stations to discuss stations’ individual PSA recording and airing policy. Following are sample radio scripts. 

: 15 Radio PSA script

As the largest and fastest growing ethnic group in the United States, Latinos have a tremendous impact on our country’s culture and economy. You can help shape the future and make a real difference in your community by participating in the 2010 Census. It’s easy, important and safe. To learn more, (insert your phone number or the Census help line).
: 30 Radio PSA script

Did you know that in about 10 minutes, you can help shape this country’s future and improve life in your community? All you have to do is participate in the 2010 Census. The census is a count of everyone in the United States. This includes people of all ages, races, ethnic groups, citizens and non-citizens. The information the census provides can lead to new services in your community, such as better schools, hospitals, child-care centers and job safety programs. To learn more, (insert your phone number or the Census help line).
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: 45 Radio PSA script

Would you like to see better schools, hospitals, child-care centers and transportation services in your community? What about enhanced legal services and more job training programs? These and other improvements are possible if everyone in the United States fills out the census form. Everyone must be counted. This includes people of all ages, races and ethnic groups, citizens and non-citizens, regardless of immigration status. One of the shortest forms in history, the 2010 Census form asks 10 questions and takes about 10 minutes to complete. Your answers are safe and completely confidential. To learn more, (insert your phone number or the Census help line).
Source: Toolkit for Reaching Latinos, U.S. Census Bureau
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