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Publicity Toolkit
Public Service Announcements (PSAs)

Radio and television stations use PSAs free of charge but they don’t have times available to use all they receive. The ideal time for Census PSAs to run is in February, so it’s best to submit yours in early or mid-January.
Sample Public Service Announcement Scripts
These sample 15, 30 and 45-second PSAs are from the Census Bureau. When writing your own PSAs, read them aloud to be sure they fit the allotted time. A good rule of thumb is to double the number of seconds to determine the number of words: 15 seconds = 30 words.

Promoting the 2010 Census through Public Service Announcements

Radio public service announcements (PSAs) are free, non-commercial spots designed to inform the community about important issues. Contact directors at radio stations to discuss stations’ individual PSA recording and airing policy. Following are sample radio scripts. 

:15 Radio PSA script

The 2010 Census is here! Watch for your census form to arrive starting in March. Remember to fill out and return your form and spread the word to others. Be the change in your community. Call (your organization’s phone number or the Census help line number?) for more information. 

:30 Radio PSA script

The 2010 Census is here! By answering 10 questions in 10 minutes, you have the voice to make a difference in our community. Your participation can positively impact the quality of life in your community and home. Your participation could bring new and improved schools, hospitals, transportation and opportunities for small businesses. It’s easy, it’s important and it’s safe. By law, the U.S. Census Bureau cannot share respondents’ answers with anyone----not the IRS, not the FBI, not the CIA, and not with any other government agency. Join the effort by completing and mailing back your form. Be the change in your community. Spread the word. Call (your organization’s phone number or the Census help line number?) for more information. 
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:45 Radio PSA script

The 2010 Census is here! Starting in March 2010, census forms will be delivered or mailed to households across America. One of the shortest census forms in history, the 2010 Census form asks 10 questions and takes about 10 minutes. Complete and mail it back. By doing so, 
you can impact the quality of life in your community and help ensure your community has a bright future. Census data are used to help determine locations for schools, roads, hospitals, job training, child-care and senior centers, and more. It’s easy, it’s important and it’s safe. By law, the U.S. Census Bureau cannot share respondents’ answers with anyone----not the IRS, 
not the FBI, not the CIA and not with any other government agency. Join the effort by completing and mailing back your form. Be the change in our community. Spread the word. Call (your organization’s phone number or the Census help line number?) for more information. 

Source: Toolkit for Reaching the Black Community, U.S. Census Bureau
Funds for this publication were provided through a grant award
from the Illinois Census Funders Initiative to AgeOptions for program coordination
Funds for this publication were provided through a grant award
from the Illinois Census Funders Initiative to AgeOptions for program coordination

