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Agenda

• Review

• Guiding learners through assessments 

• Using the instructor led curricula for a class or reference

• Incorporating self-guided online lessons into classwork

• Explaining self-guided online lessons to patrons



Typical Northstar Flow

• Assess 

• Review Results

• Educate
• Instructor-led classes

• One-on-one tutor or digital navigator

• Self-guided online lessons

• Assess
• Proctor and provide certificate



Assessments

Essential Computer Skills

• Phone Keyboard Basics & Logging In

• Basic Computer 

• Internet Basics 

• Using Email

• Windows 10

• Windows 11 

• Mac OS

Essential Software

• Microsoft Word 

• Excel 

• PowerPoint

• Google Docs

Using Technology in Daily Life

• Social Media

• Information Literacy

• Career Search Skills 

• Your Digital Footprint

• Supporting K-12 Distance Learning

• Accessing Telehealth Appointments 

• Cybersecurity Basics

*Those listed in blue are Mobile Friendly



Why take an Assessment?

• Determine learning needs

• Time savings

• View Progress

• Resume/Interview builder

• Practice computer-based test taking

• Test Anxiety – a real issue



English Language Level 

• Intermediate English Language Reading Level

• Grade 4 Reading Level

• CASAS Reading Level 211 or Higher

• TABE 11/12 Reading Score of 501 or higher

• Many instructors scaffold down



Alternatives to assessment

• When not to assess:

• English Language level very low

• Digital Literacy level very low

• Options

• Screeners w/translation if necessary



Screeners

• When not to assess:

• English Language level very low

• Digital Literacy level very low

• Options

• Screeners w/translation if necessary

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://admin.digitalliteracyassessment.org/sponsor/7302___.YXAzOmFnZW9wdGlvbnM6YzpvOmQyNmM2ZWRlOWNlMzg1NjFjZDUyZDM4ZGVkYzc1MWIwOjc6NjBjYzo3MWI2MDRhMzRlNGIxM2YwYmRlZjY3OTk2NzY2ZDAwYzcyMTM5N2I0ZjhhZDkxMDRiMTNlYmFmZmQ0YTUxZWUzOnA6VDpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://assets.digitalliteracyassessment.org/static/sponsor_portal/NDLA-Interactive-Screener-102518.pdf___.YXAzOmFnZW9wdGlvbnM6YzpvOmQyNmM2ZWRlOWNlMzg1NjFjZDUyZDM4ZGVkYzc1MWIwOjc6NzczYzo3ZDM5Yzk0MWRhOTUxNzNkNzhkY2JlOGFlOTZhMWM5MzQwNzVmNTFiNGMzNWY2NjRhYjMyNjdiMDY3ZjY0ZTFmOnA6VDpG


In Person Assessment Set-Up

● Add Learner to Learner Management System

● Computer, laptop or Chromebook

● Internet Connection

● Headphones highly recommended if using audio

● Bookmark launch page/learner logs in to learner dashboard



Remote Assessment Set-Up

● Add Learner to Learner Management System

● Learner has email and password

● Computer, laptop or Chromebook

● Internet Connection

● Share site specific launch page in the chat



Learners Access Assessments

Three Options:

1. Log in using Site Specific Url

2. Log in with Location Pin

3. Log in from Learner Dashboard



Location of Site Specific Url



Logging in with Site Specific URL

• Site Specific url found on Landing page

• Bookmark on all computers

• Add to website

• Share via text, email, what’s app, video 
conferencing platform



Site Specific Url





Logging in with Location Pin

• Location Pin found in Admin Portal on Landing page

• Code is in Teal colored box

• Provide Northstar homepage url: 
www.digitalliteracyassessment.org to learners

• Provide 4-digit location pin to learners

• Learner enters pin in white oval and clicks “Go” in green

• Learner logs in as before

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://admin.digitalliteracyassessment.org/sponsor/7302___.YXAzOmFnZW9wdGlvbnM6YzpvOmQyNmM2ZWRlOWNlMzg1NjFjZDUyZDM4ZGVkYzc1MWIwOjc6NTcwMDo5Yzg2OGQ0NTM1ZDA1YjFkNDRlYzY0NDIxODQ0M2FkMzVmZjY2ODQ1ZjY2N2FmYTQ0NzgxMDdkNTNmNTkxZGI5OnA6VDpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___http://www.digitalliteracyassessment.org/___.YXAzOmFnZW9wdGlvbnM6YzpvOmQyNmM2ZWRlOWNlMzg1NjFjZDUyZDM4ZGVkYzc1MWIwOjc6NGFmYTpjZDUwODAzMjc1MjM4YmJkMWU3NmE1NTUyYmU5NmUyNmE3MjI1M2M2NTIyNmFhNGE3YzYyYmViYTM2MmFlMDgxOnA6VDpG


Logging in with Location Pin



Logging in with Location Pin



Logging in with Location Code



Logging in from Learner Dashboard

• Learner logs in to Northstar homepage from grey oval on top

• Dashboard opens

• Learner clicks “Assessment” of choice

• Learner is brought to site specific url and is already logged in

• Learner clicks on Assessment of choice

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.digitalliteracyassessment.org/___.YXAzOmFnZW9wdGlvbnM6YzpvOmQyNmM2ZWRlOWNlMzg1NjFjZDUyZDM4ZGVkYzc1MWIwOjc6ZTIzNzo4YmM4Y2RiM2VkYTRiZmI5NmZkZWQ3OGI2NDE3NWEwODg5ODc3N2QzYTIxZjE0ZDQ5ZGMyOTY0MzgxNDVlNzQ2OnA6VDpG








Assessment Navigation

• Digital Resiliency – tell them about it!

• Help in Navigating the screen
• Describe, don’t do

• Use descriptive words and directions

• Note when something is seen in many other places

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.digitalliteracyassessment.org/launch-from/7302-TEAC-demo-learning-site___.YXAzOmFnZW9wdGlvbnM6YzpvOmQyNmM2ZWRlOWNlMzg1NjFjZDUyZDM4ZGVkYzc1MWIwOjc6Njg2MjpjMDM5N2U0MGYzNGEwMTIzMDU2NmFjNDI4ZWQ3ODk4M2I5MTZhZWU5N2Y3YjJkYmQ5ZmU4NzYyOGU4MTBhMWM3OnA6VDpG


Results Page



Assessment Reports

• Assessment Tab

• Right hand side

• Filter by Tags, Date, and/or Topic

• Click on individual names

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://admin.digitalliteracyassessment.org/sponsor/7302/assessments___.YXAzOmFnZW9wdGlvbnM6YzpvOmQyNmM2ZWRlOWNlMzg1NjFjZDUyZDM4ZGVkYzc1MWIwOjc6ZjZlODo1NDFmYzhhYzhiZjlmNzMzZmEwMjg2YTNiYThhNzljYmMxZTAwMWM4MGY4ODI3MWE3MDg5NmNlYWY3ZjI0MjlhOnA6VDpG


Northstar Results Tracker

• Spreadsheet

• Place an X in the cell for the standards that are noted as “Needing 
Improvement.”

• Look for pattern of what class needs to learn



Score Sheet



Curriculum Example:

• Curriculum Tab in Admin Portal

• Use Scope and Sequence to determine Lessons

• Basic Computer, Lesson 2: Mouse Skills

• Print out Teacher Guide to refer to during Lesson

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://admin.digitalliteracyassessment.org/sponsor/7302___.YXAzOmFnZW9wdGlvbnM6YzpvOmQyNmM2ZWRlOWNlMzg1NjFjZDUyZDM4ZGVkYzc1MWIwOjc6NWRhYzowMmI1YThjMDQ0YjAwYWRjZTA0NGUzZDI0ZGJiODA2NjhhZGFmN2MxMTE4ZTgxNGNiM2RmZmI1MDU2OWNiNzE2OnA6VDpG


Self Guided Practice Lessons 

• Click on Lessons to access practice modules and see more 
information about your progress

• Assessment topics which don’t currently have lessons created 
will have a “details” button instead of a “lessons” button

• Click on “Need help getting started” or “Help” at the top of the 
screen to access several videos on how to use Northstar 
Online Learning (NSOL)



Learner Dashboard

• The dashboard shows your progress on assessments (outer 
ring) and your progress on the learning and practice (inner 
ring) for each topic

• Hexagons in the middle indicate assessment has been 
passed, those in color were proctored

• Click Lessons to learn more



Viewing Module Progress

• Start Practice to begin where you left off

• You will see three tabs in grey under the circles
• Practice

• Standards

• Assessment History

• The tab currently showing is in dark grey



Practice Tab

• Shows a list of lessons and the standards they cover 

• A checkmark means you’ve completed that section in the 
learning and practice module you are looking at



Standards Tab

• Shows your mastery of each standard, based on your last 
assessment
• A red x means you got at least one question about that standard 

wrong

• A green checkmark means you got the question(s) to that standard 
correct

• The column on the right indicates whether you have 
completed the learning and practice lesson for the standard
• Click on the blue “Practice” button if you would like to practice that 

standard



Assessment History Tab

• Shows Assessment History, including Badges and Certificates 
earned

• Click anywhere in a row to go to results page



The Lessons

• Each lesson has something to read, watch or do

• The “Next” button at the bottom goes to the next screen 

• “CC” turns on text for the audio 

• The speaker button turns sound on or off 

• The double arrow button makes the content fill the screen 

• The curved arrow facing left replays the audio 

• The three lined button allows you to go to different sections 
within the module 



Review Questions

• When you’ve completed all the lessons in a section, the 
Review Questions are unlocked 

• A red exclamation point indicates an incorrect answer, review 
the lesson, and try again



Returning to Dashboard

• Click the Northstar Online Learning Logo at the top of the 
page to return to the dashboard 



Instructor View and Resources

• Promoting Digital Literacy for Adult Learners: A free resource 
guide by Barbara Bush Foundation and Digital Promise 
https://www.barbarabush.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/04/Digital-Literacy-Resource-Guide-for-
Adult-Learners-.pdf

• Digital Access and Resilience in Texas (DART) Digital Literacy ELL 
Curriculum.

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.barbarabush.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Digital-Literacy-Resource-Guide-for-Adult-Learners-.pdf___.YXAzOmFnZW9wdGlvbnM6YzpvOmQyNmM2ZWRlOWNlMzg1NjFjZDUyZDM4ZGVkYzc1MWIwOjc6MDYwNjo1ZDI3ZDdmYTYzZGRlZjZkZWZlMjZlYTgwNGYzNDE0ZDhiNWFlMGM2YmFkNTNhNTUyYWQ0YjUwYTE1ZjA2NDg2OnA6VDpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://community.lincs.ed.gov/group/21/bulletin/introducing-dart-free-ell-digital-literacy-curriculum___.YXAzOmFnZW9wdGlvbnM6YzpvOmQyNmM2ZWRlOWNlMzg1NjFjZDUyZDM4ZGVkYzc1MWIwOjc6YjRmMzo5ZjliZDgyZDNlNDVmY2QxNzZiYzExYzlhOGYyODgxODA0MzIwMzdlZjM0ZmJkYTA4OGFiNDgyYmY5YzExZjFmOnA6VDpG


Contact Information

Northstar Support Team

support@digitalliteracyassessment.org

Northstar Digital Literacy Website

https://www.digitalliteracyassessment.org/

mailto:support@digitalliteracyassessment.org
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.digitalliteracyassessment.org/___.YXAzOmFnZW9wdGlvbnM6YzpvOmQyNmM2ZWRlOWNlMzg1NjFjZDUyZDM4ZGVkYzc1MWIwOjc6YWQ1Mzo5NzQ4ZGNhY2JlNjJkMDRkODgxMGIwZDU5MWUzMDc2ZTgyYzBkNzI4Nzc5NmZlZGY4OGYwMDUxNzRjOGUyYjE0OnA6VDpG

